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flour to the church on Saturday night In small bags. The
priest, after noting the amount brought by each, would mix
the portions together, so that each contributor might feel
that his flour entered into the composition of the one loaf
to be consecrated later. He then would sift the flour, re-
serving the finer portion for the church and keeping the
rest himself. The dough should be kneaded by a virgin,
or by a young man, and baked in the house, not in the
public oven. The cakes are much smaller and thinner than
those used in the Greek Church, being barely two inches
across. They may be stamped in several ways: with
crosses, or with a dozen rosettes, divided in four parts by
a cross (the specimen of this variety which I have seen
came from a Syriac Catholic Church), or, on Maundy
Thursday, with the emblem of a lamb.1 My north Syrian
informant added that at the present time it is customary
for the people to substitute for the weekly contribution of
flour a certain amount of corn, presented to the priest
annually. A similar custom holds at Mosul, where the
people at odd times may make contributions of flour to the
qandaleft, or sexton, who is responsible for the making up
of the loaves. In Mardin the flour is said to be bought by
the diurdi.

The Preparation of the elements is performed at the table
of oblations or small altar in the pro thesis; but, as has
already been stated, this may be no more than a shelf in a
niche of the east wall, to the north of the high altar.^ In
Arabic the .small table or niche is called the medhbah, or
altar of sacrifice, and the high altar, simply the rnayyidi, or
the table. While the Preparation2 is in progress the people
may be present in the nave of the church, if they so desire,
but they see and hear nothing of the service which is said

1 The Abyssinian oblation sometimes bears the figures of Christ and
the twelve Apostles.

2 At least two forms of this service exist.    One simply called "The
Arrangement" may be found in a work in Greek and English called
"The Divine and Sacred Liturgies of Our Fathers among the Saints
John Chrysostom and Basil the Great," edited by J. N. W. Robert-
BOB (London).   In the liturgy published iq Greek and Arabic at the